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States are armed to the teeth and nations have never been less secure. Rifles cannot feed 
families; bombs cannot assure health care; tanks cannot provide education; weapons testing 
cannot protect the environment, war games cannot achieve human equality; armed conflict 
tramples the fundamental rights and human dignity of women. 
  
Annual military spending stood at $1.917 trillion globally in 2019.1 These numbers represented 
the largest increase in a decade, and around the world, these costs are only rising. Yet, the Global 
Peace Index states that global peacefulness has deteriorated for the fourth time in a five year 
period.2 Additionally, the Georgetown Institute for Women Peace and Security’s 2020 report 
stated that despite significant advances, more than 50 countries fell 10 or more positions on the 
annual index, which measures women’s inclusion, access to justice and security.3 The 2020 report 
also reaffirms that “higher levels of gender inequality in education, financial inclusion, and 
employment, as well as higher levels of intimate partner violence, are significantly correlated with 
higher levels of violent conflict.”4  
 
It appears counterintuitive for states to spend billions on funding the military and the police when 
human security is so severely lacking. In the current context of the COVID-19 global pandemic, 
we can see that social protection is of primary importance to citizens across the world. The recent 
surge in activism to fight for fundamental rights of equality and justice, such as the 
#BlackLivesMatter protests in the US and across the world, further illuminates how important this 
moment in history. 
 
GNWP sees it imperative that states begin to shift their focus away from militarization to ensuring 
human security for all their nations’ citizens, first and foremost. National security remains 
essential, and efforts must be made to devise and maintain it with alternatives to the present 
costly and dysfunctional extreme militarization. As we move toward such an alternative, it can be 
ensured without the inflated billion-dollar price tag. We call for reducing weapons spending and 
shifting those funds to ensure human security, suggesting the following as possibilities for 
ensuring national security while achieving human security with special reference to the human 
security of women and their full and equal participation in all matters of security and peace. 
 

 
1https://www.sipri.org/media/press-release/2020/global-military-expenditure-sees-largest-annual-increase-
decade-says-sipri-reaching-1917-billion 
2 http://visionofhumanity.org/indexes/global-peace-index/ 
3 https://giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/WPS-Index-2019-20-Report.pdf Page 3 
4 Ibid 



 
 
In the intermediate-term, we aim to:  
 

1) Influence policy outcomes and decisions that divert military funding, specifically 
weapons spending to the Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) agenda. For example, of 
the 83 current National Action Plans on WPS, only 28 (34%) have any budget allocated 
for implementation.5 Funding is a basic and fundamental step to ensuring that the WPS 
agenda can become a reality, and it must be ensured. The little funding that is made 
available usually comes from the Ministry of Gender or its local iteration. However, the 
WPS agenda is clearly a matter of national interest and should instead be funded by the 
deeper pockets of the Ministry of Defense. 
 
2) Influence policy outcomes and decisions that divert weapons spending to fund COVID-
19 response including especially those led by women and youth peacebuilders.  

 

 
5 https://www.peacewomen.org/e-news/2019-review-wilpf-women-peace-and-security 


