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Abstract: 

Pakistan is making achievement towards Education for All. The literacy 
rate is increasing in current era as compared to the last decades. But in 
the current scenario, Pakistan is facing as many challenges as related to 
Terrorism, Violence situation, Political clashes and Economic instability. 
At this time, Pakistan needs to promote “Peace Education” which will 
demolish all social evils as aforesaid then we can achieve Peace. The 
paper focuses and illustrates the nature of peace education in Pakistan 
in the context of culture of peace. The introductions of diverse 
definitions of peace, characterization of culture of peace have been put 
not only in the context of Pakistan but also in UNESCO, UNICEF and 
other international practice. The goals of peace education are also 
presented as part of comprehensive human efforts to control violence 
and bring about a more harmonious world. The paper also includes 
information about non-governmental groups involved in peace 
education in Pakistan. The paper also finds discussion about 
empowerment and capacity building aspects of peace education.  The 
informative aspects of the paper analyses deeper and evaluates peace 
education in Pakistan and in an all over international context. The 
discussion about peace education in Pakistan needs more attention of 
promoters regarding peace activities. The paper needs deeper level of 
examination about principles, ideals, and actual practice behind peace 
education. 
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1. Background of the Education System in Pakistan 
 
1.1. Challenges of Literacy 
Education in Pakistan is very challenging. The definition of literacy in Pakistan is “One who 

can read newspaper and write a simple letter in any language.”2 According to Pakistan 

Education Atlas 2014, literacy rate at only 57 percent, almost one-half of the country's adult 

population is unable to read or write. Net Enrolment Rate at primary stage is 68% which 

means 32% children of primary school going age group (i.e. 5-9) are currently out of school3.  

Females have a rate of illiteracy two times higher than that of males in Pakistan. 4 

Furthermore, in rural areas, this proportion is even more skewed against females. There are 

many rural areas in Pakistan where the literacy rate for females is only 10%, meaning that out 

of every ten females, nine are illiterate especially in Balochistan and FATA.  

Pakistan allocates 2 % of its GDP to education sector, which is lower than the international 

norms for under developing countries to spend 4% of their GDP in Education sector.5 The 

rates of literacy of four provinces of Pakistan are shown in Table 1. 

 
Table 1: Literacy Rates in Pakistan  
 

Provinces Males Females Total 

Punjab 70% 51% 62 % 

Sindh 60.5% 42.5% 60 % 

Baluchistan 45% 23% 44 % 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  63% 30.8% 52% 

Islamabad 98% 90% 94% 

Azad Jammu & Kashmir 67.5% 39.5% 74% 

Gilgit Balistan   59% 41% 56% 

FATA 38% 21.5% 31% 

                                                           
2 Population Censuses, 1998. 
3 Pakistan Education Atlas (2014), Published on 08 Apr 2014, available at 
http://reliefweb.int/map/pakistan/pakistan-education-atlas-2014 
4 World Bank (Little Green Book, 2006) 
5 More Latest in Technology, “A slight increase in educational budget for fiscal year 2014-15”, June 4, 2014. 
Available at http://www.moremag.pk/2014/06/04/a-slight-increase-in-educational-budget-for-fiscal-year-2014-
15/ 

http://www.moremag.pk/2014/06/04/a-slight-increase-in-educational-budget-for-fiscal-year-2014-15/
http://www.moremag.pk/2014/06/04/a-slight-increase-in-educational-budget-for-fiscal-year-2014-15/
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In the contemporary era, no nation can proceed towards development whilst more than half of 

its population is uneducated, illiterate, or are recipients of substandard education. In Pakistan, 

we could say that the basic challenge to progress is overpopulation and high rate of illiteracy. 

There are three major education systems prevalent in Pakistan: 

1) Religious Education in Madrassas 

2) Modern Education System  

3) Technical\Vocational Secondary Education System 

Preference of one education system over another is usually determined by socio-

economic background as well as religious inclinations, whereas geographical location may 

also be a factor.  However, each education system retains its significance. 

1.2. Religious Education imparted in Madrassas 
A madrassa is an institution for Islamic religious education. According to some rough 

estimates6, in 1947, there were only 189 madrassas in Pakistan. The regime of General Zia ul 

Haq (1977-1988) witnessed an enormous expansion in this education system partly due to the 

political necessities arising from Afghan War. In 2002, the country had around 13,000 

unregistered institutions, which dramatically rose to over 46,000 in 2012. According to a 

World Bank Study, there are more than 50,000 madrassas in which 1,500,000 to 2,000,000 

students are enrolled.7 

1.3. Modern education system 
The modern educational system in Pakistan comprises the following five stages: 

I. Primary stage (Grades one through five) 

II. Middle stage (Grades six through eight) 

III. Secondary stage (Grades nine through ten-Matriculation) 
IV. Higher Secondary stage (Grades eleven through twelve-Intermediate  
V. Higher  Education stage\typical university degrees stages (Graduate and Advanced 

Degrees) 
The formal education system of Pakistan comes under the ambit of Provincial Governments. 

The higher secondary level education curricula are the responsibility of the Ministry of 

Education, and each province provides academic support to the Ministry of Education, 

Islamabad. The Higher Education Commission has responsibility for all degrees programs 

and research thesis projects.  

                                                           
6 owing to a huge number of unregistered madrassas 

7 World Bank Study (2014), “Article on Madrassas in Pakistan Major Newspaper”, October, 2014. 
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In Pakistan, there runs a parallel education system in private or semi government schools and 

colleges with a curriculum and examination pattern totally different from the conventional 

system. This system is set and administered by the Cambridge International Examinations 

and Edexcel International. This system charges high fees and was once only for the elite class 

of Pakistan but gradually it is coming within the reach of upper middle class as well due to 

expansion of business activities in the country and development of a middle class. Two major 

qualifications offered by this system in Pakistan are: O-Levels and A-Levels. 

Over the last few years, there are some formal places of pre-primary education known as play 

groups, nursery or preps but these are offered by private schools only and are common 

especially in urban areas. A child may begin his/her schooling at a pre-primary establishment 

at the age of 3, but the formal school education is provided to children when he/she attains 

the age of five years. 

I. Primary stage 

x Primary education (1st to 5th grades) lasts for five years. The language of instruction is 

English, Urdu or the regional language. In primary education the enrolment rate is 

said to be 87.3 % by the Ministry of Education.   

There is a recent movement to begin teaching English in the first grade. 

II. Middle stage 
Middle stage education from grade 6 through 8 includes subjects like: 

o Urdu  

o English 

o Mathematics 

o Sciences 

o Social Studies 

o Islamic Studies  

III. Secondary stage 
Secondary stage is from grade 9 through grade 10 (matriculation). The secondary education 

enrolment rate is 44 %. (Ministry of Education)  Students can choose Science or Arts 

(humanities) streams. Students who pass the exams administered by district education board 

receive a Secondary School Certificate. 

 

IV. Higher secondary stage; 
Higher Secondary is Grade 11 and 12, also known as "intermediate college," leading to an 

F.A. diploma in arts or F.Sc. in science. Students specialize in either science or humanities. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge_International_Examinations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordinary_Level
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GCE_Advanced_Level
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The criteria are the same as secondary level with some variation in the aforementioned list.  

Successful students are awarded the Higher Secondary Certificate or the Intermediate 

Examination Certificate.   

V. Higher  Education stage/typical university degrees stages; 
Higher education is provided by public and private Universities and Institutions. The 

Higher Education Commission (HEC) develops guidelines for establishing universities and 

institutions. The curriculum is varied and consists of degrees in almost every academic field 

such as Engineering, Medicine, Business, and Technology etc. The quality of education is 

very varied with prestigious institutions accepting students of high intellectual ability and/or 

demanding high fees. The post-secondary education enrolment rate is 4.6% (World Bank 

Enrolment Level estimate as of 2008). 

Entry into university generally requires an admission test.  Each province conducts its 

own entrance tests which are known by different names, especially for professional and first 

technical degree programs.   

Bachelor’s (Pass)  Two years in duration (Graduation) 

Bachelor’s (Hons)  Four years in duration, and the Higher Education Commission 

considers it equivalent to a Masters degree.   

Masters  Two year duration after the Bachelor’s pass degree (post-graduate) 

M. Phil and PhD’s     Most public and Private Universities in Pakistan provide opportunities 

for academic training & research at this level. 

 

Technical\Vocational Secondary Education system: 
Two to four years diploma programs are offered through technical\vocational schools.  These 

programs are in conjunction with formal schooling and are offered during grade 9 to grade 12 

educations.   

In Pakistan, there are currently 730 technical and vocational Schools, colleges and institutions 

(Medium Term Development Framework 2005-10). 8 

 
2. Peace 

2.1. What is Peace? 
Peace is a term that is often understood in a limited way, as Anglo Norman says, 

“freedom from civil disorder.” 9  Most people take peace as an antonym for violence or 
                                                           
8 Medium Term Development Framework 2005-10; Ministry of Education, Government of Pakistan  
Retrieved 2008.02.13 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vocational_education
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aggression. In order to understand peace as a multidimensional concept, we must be able to 

understand the causes which lead to chaos, hostility or any departure from “peace”. We see 

peace as arising from: 

x Emotional stability of individuals in society. 

x Efforts to reconcile moral gulfs between humans. 

x Sound social (interpersonal) relationships. 

x Equitable distribution of resources. 

x Social Justice. 

x Freedom of expression or speech. 

x Social and legal sanctions over any act of violence either physical or psychological. 

x Acceptance of diversity and cross cultural differences. 

x Ethical development of students as an integral part of education besides professional 

competency. 

x Healthy and cooperative relationships between states. 

x Community development with the purpose of capacity building as to enable the 

communities to resolve the conflicts arising between members or groups. 

x Discouraging extremism in all its forms especially religious extremism. 

x Encourage healthy social activities in order to divert the social entropy to positive use. 

x Economic and social security. 

x Ethical evaluation of scientific discoveries and inventions in order to assess the 

impact of them on social stability and harmony. 

x Resolution of international conflicts in commitment with the universally accepted 

principles of justice and in accordance with Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

So it is quite clear that peace also entails all those factors which if absent cause unrest and 

may lead to the extreme cases of anti-peace concepts like violence, aggression and hostility. 

As peace encompasses virtually every aspect of human life, it is difficult to measure the level 

of peace in quantitative terms e.g. crime rates in a specific area are often used to measure 

peace but if lynching is not considered a crime there then we have a serious problem of 

validity. Also the symptoms of lack of peace in a society may not be evident but the 

accumulated result of this ‘silence’ can be disastrous e.g. the government’s failure to provide 

basic education facilities and employment opportunities in remote areas of Pakistan resulted 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
9 “Religion and Peacebuilding” by Harold Coward and Gordon S.Smith, University of New York Press, Albany  
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in the parallel ‘Madrassa’ educational system which after a few decades resulted in a 

generation of students which waged Jihad (holy war) against the state and people of Pakistan. 

Therefore, peace may be measured in qualitative terms and most probably by ascertaining the 

general level of happiness in a society.  

It is an interesting question why virtually every human being would regard peace as 

something desirable yet why do we see increasing instances of human rights violations, 

bloody wars, suicide bombings, etc? The preamble of the constitution of UNESCO (United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) says “Since wars begin in the 

minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed.” 

Therefore, to conclude, it may be said that concept of peace must be understood in its entirety 

and mechanisms should be institutionalized on a radical basis by using the intellectual 

potential of human beings to attain sustainable peace.  

2.2. What is Culture of Peace? 
Culture of Peace may be defined as “a mosaic of identities, attitudes, values, beliefs, 

and institutional patterns that lead people to live symbiotically with one another and the 

earth itself without the aid of structured power differentials, to deal creatively with their 

differences, and share their resources.”10 As defined by the United Nations, the Culture of 

Peace is “a set of values, attitudes, modes of behaviour and ways of life that reject violence 

and prevent conflicts by tackling their root causes to solve problems through dialogue and 

negotiation among individuals, groups and nations.”  

 “The culture of peace is a holistic concept, and each of its bases should theoretically be 

related to the values, attitudes, and behaviours of a culture of peace”11. There is increasing 

agreement that a culture of peace must refer to the meeting of human needs and not simply 

the absence of war12.   

 

The concept of a culture of peace arose in United Nations after the cold war. The United 

Nations Education, Scientific and cultural Organization (UNESCO) had promoted a culture 

of peace from its beginnings, when it was founded in aftermath of the Second World War to 

construct the defences of Peace in the minds of Men and Women. 

At the eve of the new millennium, a proliferation of regional, local, ethnic, religious 

and civil conflicts and terrorism around the world emphasized the need for a global transition 

                                                           
10 Reflections on Education for a Culture of Peace by Kimmel, 1985; Wagner, 1988; White, 1988 
11 Peace and Conflict “Assessing culture of peace” by Joseph De Rivera,2004 p.96 
12 Boulding(2000a, p.196) 
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from a culture of war to a culture of peace. However, peace is more than the absence of war. 

Peace demands an enduring commitment to sharing a country’s assets, while transcending 

particular and localized interests. While it is essential to cooperate with civil society in 

putting a culture of peace in place, governments must take the lead. 

 

In order to draw attention to the challenges and issues of the culture of peace, and to 

encourage international action, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) first 

proclaimed the year 2000 to be the International Year for the Culture of Peace in 1997 and 

subsequently, on November 10 1998, proclaimed the period 2001-2010 as the International 

Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World. The 1999 

United Nations Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace (Resolution 

A/53/243) called for everyone – governments, civil society, the media, parents, teachers, 

politicians, scientists, artists, NGOs and the entire United Nations system – to assume 

responsibility in this respect. The focus of the year and decade was to promote the 

implementation of a culture of peace at local, national, regional and international levels and 

to ensure that governments will be world leaders.  

Culture of peace: 
Eight action areas were staked out in a UNESCO report13, for actors at national, 

regional and international levels, to initiate efforts towards creating a culture of peace. 

According to the report the Culture of Peace encompasses eight areas:  

1) Fostering a culture of peace through education by promoting education for all, 

focusing especially on girls; revising curricula to promote the qualitative values, 

attitudes and behaviour inherent in a culture of peace; training for conflict prevention 

and resolution, dialogue, consensus-building and active non-violence. 

2) Promoting sustainable economic and social development by targeting the 

eradication of poverty; focusing on the special needs of children and women; working 

towards environmental sustainability; fostering national and international co-

operation to reduce economic and social inequalities. 

3) Promoting respect for all human rights by distributing the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights at all levels and fully implementing international instruments on 

human rights. 

 
                                                           
13  “Mainstreaming the Culture of Peace” publication of Culture of Peace Co-Ordination Bureau strategic 
UNESCO, 7, place de Fontenoy, 75352 PARIS 07 SP;( http://www3.unesco.org/iycp/uk/uk_sommaire.htm) 
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4) Ensuring equality between women and men by integrating a gender perspective and 

promoting equality in economic, social and political decision-making; eliminating all 

forms of discrimination and violence against women; supporting and aiding women in 

crisis situations resulting from war and all other forms of violence. 

5) Fostering democratic participation by educating responsible citizens; reinforcing 

actions to promote democratic principles and practices; establishing and strengthening 

national institutions and processes that promote and sustain democracy. 

6) Advancing understanding, tolerance and solidarity by promoting a dialogue among 

civilizations; actions in favour of vulnerable groups, migrants, refugees and displaced 

persons, indigenous people and traditional groups; respect for difference and cultural 

diversity. 

7) Supporting participatory communication and the free flow of information and 
knowledge by means of such actions as support for independent media in the promotion 

of a culture of peace; effective use of media and mass communications; measures to 

address the issue of violence in the media; knowledge and information sharing through 

new technologies. 

8) Promoting international peace and security through action such as the promotion of 

general and complete disarmament; greater involvement of women in prevention and 

resolution of conflicts and in promoting a culture of peace in post-conflict situations; 

initiatives in conflict situations; encouraging confidence-building measures and efforts for 

negotiating peaceful settlements. 

2.3 What is Peace Education? 
Peace Education may not be defined in its entirety through enumeration of a number 

of subjects. It is the process of acquiring the values, knowledge, developing attitudes, skills, 

and behaviours to live in harmony with oneself, with others, as well as the natural 

environment. 

UNICEF has defined peace education as follows: “The process of promoting the 

knowledge, skills, attitudes and values needed to bring about behaviour changes that will 

enable children, youth and adults to prevent conflict and violence, both overt and structural; 

to resolve conflict peacefully; and to create the conditions conducive to peace whether at an 

intrapersonal, interpersonal, inter-group, national or international level.”14 

                                                           
14 Peace Education in UNICEF, Susan Fountain working paper, education section programme division, UNICEF 
New York, June 1999   
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However, the broad range of topics that relate to the goals of peace education include 

Conflict Resolution, Global Issues, Disarmament, Environmental Care, Ecological 

Sustainability, Indigenous Peoples, Gender Equality, Anti-discrimination/Racism, 

Educational Social Movements, Civic Responsibility, Human Rights, Cultural Diversity, 

Intercultural Understanding, Social Futures, Global Citizenship, Service Learning, Teacher 

Professional Development, Leadership & Policymaking, Social Justice, Reconciliation, Non-

Violence and Multicultural/Intercultural Understanding. 

Traditional distinctions in peace education are couched in terms of negative and 

positive peace. These distinctions can be seen in peace through strength which uses 

peacekeeping strategies to deter violence, peacemaking which helps disputants resolve their 

conflicts, and peace building which tries to motivate students to want to be peaceful. 

Negative peace education tries to put out fires while positive peace education tries to stop 

fires (conflicts) from breaking out in the first place. The content taught might also contribute 

to distinctions in peace educations, and skills learned by children. Peace educators around the 

world are dealing with other issues, e.g. structural violence, cultural violence, personal 

violence, racism, and environmental destruction. 

Peace Education is about empowering people with the skills, attitudes, and knowledge 

to build, maintain, and restore relationships at all levels of human interaction. Imparting 

peace education is vital to equip people with skills to develop positive approaches towards 

dealing with conflicts -from the personal to the international. It is also imperative for the 

creation of safe environments, both physically and emotionally, those nurture each individual, 

and to create a safe world based on justice and human rights, as well as sustainable 

environment protected from exploitation and war. 

Peace education is based on a philosophy that teaches nonviolence, love, compassion, 

trust, fairness, cooperation and reverence for the human family and all life on our planet. The 

skills significant for acquisition of peace education constitute communication, listening, 

understanding different perspectives, cooperation, problem solving, critical thinking, decision 

making, conflict resolution, and social responsibility. Peace education leads to peaceful living. 

2.4 Goals of Peace Education 
Peace education can have community, regional, national and international targets. Globally 

peace education aims for sustainable world peace as its objective. The goals of peace 

education in general include some or all of the elements listed below: 

¾ Drawing frameworks for a dynamic, just and peaceful society. 
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¾ Promoting the culture of peace and values based upon the principles of tolerance 

and justice. 

¾ To help replacing customs and attitudes that lead to division with those which 

encourage peaceful behaviour.   

¾ Introduce conflict management skills within the context of learning. 

¾ Capacity building of the young generation so that they can ground their morality 

and old generation to change prejudices upon rational basis and philanthropy. 

¾ To raise awareness about the historical injustice with regard to all forms of 

discrimination, including gender and to encourage gender sensitive learning. 

¾ To appreciate that violence has its causes and they may be avoided by 

understanding its effect on both the subject and the object. 

¾ To help in the process of community development and healthy interaction 

between local authorities and people for solid contributions to social 

development at grass root level. 

¾  To help the intellectual elite to build an environment of respect among them to 

inspire the rest. 

¾ Developing an understanding of social transformations and coping strategies. 

¾ To be concerned about cross cultural differences and respecting the beliefs and 

attitudes of people from various backgrounds. 

¾ Understanding of peace as a broader concept, not only the absence of aggression, 

violence and hostility. 

¾ To sensitize the individuals with the global events those are effecting peace and 

encourage active participation to build a positive pressure upon the stakeholders 

to resolve it. 

¾ To illustrate what difference does it make when we empathise with others rather 

than we show pity. 
3. Criteria for Examination of Success: 

As peace education aims to increase the general level of tolerance in the society, the 

criteria for examination of success can also be drawn on the same line. If peace education is 

provided in a school, the instances of violence among the students before and after the 

activity can be a measure to judge how successful it has been.  

Parents may be asked if there is a change in the behavior of the child when responding 

to conflicting situations. For this purpose, the parents may be asked to answer multiple choice 
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questions about how they view their child personality e.g. if he/she is aggressive or peaceful. 

The same questionnaire may be given before and after the peace education activity to 

ascertain if there are any differences. 

As a classroom activity, students may be asked to read a story in which concepts of 

pluralism, tolerance, social justice, empathy, brotherhood and equality are embedded. Then, 

they may be asked to answer questions related to the story which require student’s personal 

opinion about the characters and their moral choices in different circumstances. 

A special issue about which people of Pakistan are generally very sensitive, or even, 

intolerant is Pakistan-India relations. Success in peace education is largely dependent on how 

students view India and what opinion they hold of people living there. It is important to make 

the child realize that political rivalry does not necessarily means rivalry between the people 

of two nation states. 

Teachers may organize different activities in classrooms where children are exposed 

to dilemmas which require good understanding of ‘peace’ as a broad based concept and 

observe how students practically deal with it.  

A particular aspect of peace education, especially in the case of Pakistan, should be to 

highlight those historical figures who contributed to the enlightenment of the Pakistani 

society. A good knowledge about their life can be a measure of success of peace education 

activities. 

Another key area to focus in peace education activity is the disharmony among 

provinces. Although the concept of Pakistani nationhood is widespread throughout the 

curriculum, still children may develop some biases towards people of other provinces. 

Students view about the other provinces especially about Punjab can be an important 

indicator of success of Peace Education. 

Glorifying bloody wars as poetic symbols of national pride has been a problem in 

building peace in young minds. If children can see war as a shameful reality and nothing but 

an ignite of the problems, then it can be attributed as a very positive development towards 

peace.  

 
4. Review on Activities about Peace Education in Pakistan: 

In Pakistan, there are some related activities in peace and human rights education 

including: 
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x A literary primer called “Parh kay Barh” (Learn to advance forward) was developed 

in August 1999 with an action plan on literacy through students entitled “Each one 

Teach one”.15 

x A flagship event was organized to launch the International Year of Peace in collection 

with schools from private, public and community sectors. Thousands of signatures 

were collected to express solidarity for peace. 

x National Seminar on Human Rights Education- held September 25-29, 2000 in 

Lahore. The participants came from various Pakistani governmental agencies and 

training institutions. There were also representatives of non-governmental 

organizations and education sector. The objective of the seminar was to stimulate and 

support awareness-raising and human rights education and also aims at providing 

training tools and ideas human rights message through education activities.  

x Since December 2000, the International Human Rights Day (IHRD) has been 

celebrated in partnership with schools to raise awareness, action of human rights. In 

December 2002 after presentation by different schools a walk was organized to the 

National Assembly headed by the Minister for Education (Ms.Zubaida Jalal), Director 

of UNESCO Pakistan (Ms. Inge Borge Brienes), and the Director of ILO Pakistan 

Office (Mr. Hans Lokollo). Students presented the Speaker of the National Assembly 

and Minister for Social Welfare with recommendations on child rights. This 

encouraged the Speaker of the National Assembly to personally attend the IHRD 

event in December, 2003. 

x The Ministry of Education (Curriculum Wing) in November 2000 organized a peace 

and human rights education workshop for master trainers from all provinces of 

Pakistan with this author as resource person. GSR (Grammar School Rawalpindi) is 

working closely with the Ministry of Education on human rights education and peace 

education curriculum development and teacher training. 

x Grammar school Rawalpindi (GSR) participated in a Human Rights Education 

Program (HREP) campaign entitled “A Piece for Peace”. Human Rights Education 

Program organized peace campaign HREP invited schools to participate in a poetry 

competition. Its aim was to raise awareness among children about the importance of 

peace, non-violence and peaceful conflict resolution.    

                                                           
15  “Education for shared values for intercultural and interfaith understanding education towards preventing 
extremism and Terrorism” on 28 November- 3 December 2004, University of Adelaide p.170-185 
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x The International Center for Religion & Diplomacy (ICRD), is working on Islamic 

Religious School in Pakistan (madrassas) to promote peace education and the 

teaching of the principles of conflict resolution, human rights, and religious tolerance 

in their schools. ICRD delivered peace education training workshops throughout 

Pakistan for madrasas teachers from all 4 provinces, as well as some from the 

FATA/tribal areas and Pakistani Kashmir.  Over 150 workshops have been conducted 

from 2004 till the present. 

x  In March 2009, Quilliam foundation (London) worked on “Youth Extremism and 

Peacebuilding at campuses” with the collaboration of Bargad organization (Pakistan). 

They invited universities vice-chancellor to develop the action plan to resolve the 

extremism at campuses. Recently their activities at campuses aim to develop 

“Teaching Workshop on Student” to decrease the extremism in youth and rapid 

Peacebuilding in students.     

x Harmony Foundation (May Peace Prevail in Pakistan) in collaboration with local 

groups has installed more than 200 Peace Poles all over Pakistan and the activity is 

continued.  

 

There are numerous publications related to Peace Education and Human Rights Education: 

 

¾  Decade Celebrations on Peace (1996) –focuses on the following topics: 

Environmental issues, promoting tolerance and understanding, gender issues, child 

rights and a culture of peace. 

¾ Lesson Modules for a Culture of Peace (1999) – based on concepts of sustainable 

environment, tolerance, gender issues, cultural heritage, appreciation of diversity, 

awareness of AIDS and drugs, balanced diet, and participatory methodology. 

¾ In August 1999, Literacy Primer called “Parh Kay Barh” (Learn to Advance Forward) 

(1999) – a primer with a complete teachers’ guide. 

¾ Join Hands for Peace: 2000 International Year – presents how to integrate values 

education in the school curriculum, and key concepts of values education. 

¾ Lesson Plans for Peace and Democracy – modules for classroom teaching. See 

annexes for sample lesson plans.16 

                                                           
16  Peace and Human Rights Education: Pakistan Experience by Nasreen Iqbal 

[www.hurights.org.jp/pub/hreas/8/03PakistanExperience.htm] 

http://www.hurights.org.jp/pub/hreas/8/03PakistanExperience.htm
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4.1 Ministry of Education (Government of Pakistan) Activities of Peace Education in 
Pakistan 

The Ministry of Education (Curriculum Wing) in November 2000 organized a peace 

and human rights education workshop for master trainers from all provinces of Pakistan with 

this author as resource person. The Ministry of Pakistan made substantial progress in 

integrating peace and human rights education into the school curriculum, developed resource 

materials, trained masters, and initiated peace and human rights programs in public school*. 

 

4.2 Schools Activities of Peace Education in Pakistan 
Grammar School Rawalpindi (GSR) participated in a Human Rights Education Program 

(HREP) campaign entitled "A Piece for Peace". HREP provided posters highlighting the aim 

of their campaign. Signatures of students were collected on the reverse side of the posters, 

and these were later sent to HREP Karachi. The HREP acknowledged and appreciated the 

cooperation of the students of GSR.  

As part of their peace campaign, the HREP invited schools to participate in a poetry 

competition. Its aim was to raise awareness among children about the importance of peace, 

non-violence and peaceful conflict resolution. GSR students gave a very positive response 

and a large number of entries were submitted. 
Roots Montessori and High School, Rawalpindi-Islamabad organized an exhibition on 

different eras of civilizations and cultures of Pakistan. The event was attended by 

representatives of UN agencies in Pakistan, and other distinguished guests, invited from all 

over the country.  

“Peace is in our Hands” Students and teachers of Roots Montessori and High School 

dedicated the 'Open Day' of the School to the Culture of Peace. "Peace is in our hands", was 

the theme of a set of well-conceived performances staged by the students. 

To celebrate the new millennium as the "Millennium of Peace", Roots launched a variety of 

new educational approaches this year, which were based on a desire to increase 

understanding and respect and eliminate ignorance, bias and misunderstanding within and 

between cultures. Students of Roots School participated in the 'Global Visions Project' and 

shared their visions, dreams, ideas and wishes with youth of 12 countries of the world.17 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
17  Programmes and activities by UNESCO’s ASPnet(http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-

URL_ID=25575&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html) 

 

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=25575&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=25575&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
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4.3 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Activities of Peace Education in Pakistan 

Grammar School Rawalpindi (GSR), a member of the ASPnet, has successfully carried out a 

number of workshops, competitions and awareness-raising campaigns to promote the Culture 

of Peace. An 'activity festival for a Culture of Peace', organized by this school was attended 

by 45 schools of Islamabad and Rawalpindi, and 1150 students participated. 

An outdoor art exhibition with contributions of students from various cities in Pakistan 

entitled, “Forest for Peace” was organized jointly by UNIC and UNESCO Islamabad, on 25 

November 2000, as part of celebration of the International Year for the Culture of Peace 2000.  

 
Bargad Organization 

Bargad organization has organized three programs on peace education activities with 

collaboration of many NGO’s:  

1) “Capacity Building through Alternative Education” is an activity collaboration with South 

Asia Partnership Pakistan (SAP-Pk). 

2)  “Promotion of Liberal & Democratic Values in Pakistan”: The project aimed to engage 

youth of the academic institutions of Pakistan in a dialogue on democratic values and 

development, and promote the culture of peace and harmony in society to eliminate 

Violence from these institutions. Bargad organized this activity with finding from 

Heinrich Böll Foundation (HBF). The objectives were to involve the youth in liberal and 

progressive forum dialogue and to create a thought-provoking environment by inculcating 

the elements of critical and reflective thinking among people indulged in retrogressive 

engagements, and by so doing, initiate a process of healthy social transformation within 

those segments of society. This project started on May 2002 and complete April 2003. 

3) “Promotion of Liberal & Democratic Values”: The project Promotion of Liberal and 

Democratic Values was supported by Heinrich Boll Foundation. The goal of the project 

was mobilization of the youth for the purpose of long term social development. The 

project aimed at capacity building of the youth especially the student community. 

Therefore the project activities focused on advocacy of liberal and democratic values and 

also imparting technical training to the community. The project comprised of publication 

of a magazine, seminars, screening of films, puppet shows, surveys and research studies. 

This project started on May 2001 and ended by April 2002.18 

                                                           
18  Bargad Organization “Peace education program and networking USA and world groups” available: 

(http://sites.google.com/site/ravifoundation/) 

http://sites.google.com/site/ravifoundation/
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Sadako Foundation 
SADAKO Foundation in Azad Kashmir – Pakistan with a clear aim for “Education, 

Friendship and Peace”. 
In their first project Sadako Foundation’s Peace Educational Network (STPEN); Foundation 

is trying launching a network of educational schools for the children in earthquake affected 

areas. Orphans, deserving and poor children would be provided a platform to get unbiased 

education to realize the importance of global friendship so the dream of lasting peace can be 

matured. The first school of this project is under-construction in Chela Bandi, Muzaffarabad-

Azad Kashmir.19 

 
Ravi Foundation 
Ravi aims to equip the target groups through transformation of knowledge, skills, concepts, 

competences and building the capacity to work with rights based approach. Peace through 

inter-religious dialogue, creative art and improved relation with neighboring countries 

through cultural exchange programs is sought. 

The peace education program is organized with school students of St. Peter’s High 

School, Toba Tek Singh and the youth groups in the city. There are more than 25 public and 

private high schools of girls and boys. A group of young people and teachers have been 

trained to resolve student’s conflicts with win-win end.20 

 
Harmony Foundation 

Harmony foundation has continued its campaign for interfaith harmony and 

peacebuilding through the girl’s school in District Faisalabad and Toba Tek Singh.  

Peace Poles are to be installed throughout the country in schools and other public 

places. Harmony Foundation in collaboration with local groups has installed more than 200 

Peace Poles all over Pakistan and the activity is continued. 

Harmony Foundation activities includes “Inclusive Education Schools” Faisalabad April 

2009-2012. Another significant project focuses on “Teachers Training on child Friendly 

Education”. Social harmony and peacebuilding programs are conducted with high students, 

teaching and development workers.21  

 
                                                           
19  Sadako foundation "Education, Friendship and Peace" details at: 
(http://www.sadakofoundation.org/our_mission.html) 
20 Ravi Foundation Pakistan;(http://sites.google.com/site/ravifoundation) 
21 Details of Harmony foundation activities at (http://www.hfpak.org/harmony_foundation1_003.htm) 

http://www.hfpak.org/harmony_foundation1_003.htm
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5. International Bodies Working in Pakistan 

UNESCO is now working towards expanding the system of national committees and 

national focal points established during the International Year, whereas, the Manifesto 2000 

continues to be disseminated in each country. UNESCO is making all-out efforts to 

strengthen education for a culture of peace and non-violence, formal and non-formal, at all 

levels, during the Decade, especially by supporting the enthusiastic initiatives undertaken by 

its Associated Schools Project network (ASPnet).  
The United Nations System in Pakistan launched a bilingual publication of essays, which 

brings together individual visions of peace, by distinguished personalities and common 

citizens of Pakistan alike. The book titled, "Peace - Marching Towards Light", also contains 

paintings based on the theme of peace, contributed by the Central Institute of Arts and Crafts 

in Karachi and drawings from school children. 
UNICEF has several activities contributing to the culture of Peace in 2002.  Developed 

Comprehensive Life-Skills manual for adolescents and youth (out of school and in-school). 

Manual includes activities to address violence (through teamwork, and peace and conflict 

resolution games.), held pilot of training of teachers on peace and conflict resolution for 

integration of psycho-social protection in primary schooling in two refugee camps. 
International Center for Religion & Diplomacy (ICRD) has been engaging Pakistani 

madrassas leader in teacher-training programs that promote curricular and pedagogical 

enhancement, with an emphasis on religious tolerance, human rights, and conflict resolution 

skills. The work of the ICRD is the latest of these; but contrary to past experience, it has thus 

far been meeting with considerable success. Over the past four years, ICRD has worked with 

more than 1300 madrassas.22 
 

International Center for Religion & Diplomacy (ICRD) has organized many activities 

including all of us below:  
In 2007, ICRD hosted the Pakistani government’s Secretary for Religious Affairs and the 

members of Pakistan’s top Madrassas Oversight Board ((Deobandi; Ahle-Hadith, often 

known as Wahhabi in the West; Shiia; Barelvi; and Jamat-i-Islami) on a visit to Washington 

to learn about Islamic education in America and to interact with the Congress, the State 

Department, various think tanks, American Muslim organizations, and selected educational 

and religious leaders.  This trip contributed to the Oversight Board’s subsequent decision to 
                                                           
22 International Center for Religion & Diplomacy “Madrassa Enhancement and Global Security” by Douglas, 
Azhar and Rebecca, December 2008. Available at (http://www.icrd.org/storage/icrd/documents/summary.pdf) 

http://www.icrd.org/storage/icrd/documents/summary.pdf
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register their madrasas with the Government of Pakistan.  In so doing, they have agreed to (1) 

teach contemporary subjects (in addition to their religious curriculums), (2) refrain from 

teaching anything to do with extremism, and (3) accept government standards in the redesign 

of their curriculums.     

As a result of its progress with the male madrassas in Pakistan, ICRD has received 

numerous requests from both male and female madrassas to conduct training for the female 

teachers of girls' madrassas, something to which the men had previously been strongly 

opposed.  Because the women in the rural areas where ICRD has conducted most of its 

madrasa workshops are often more scrupulous than the men in their adherence to Islamic 

precepts, and because they enjoy a near monopoly on the formative years of their children 

(before they reach the madrasas), they represent a powerful grassroots influence in Pakistani 

society.   

In 2008, ICRD conducted a joint workshop for Deobandi and Ahle-Hadith (Wahhabi) 

"master trainers" (i.e. those ICRD workshop graduates who have been trained to train other 

madrasa leaders).  Because these are two of the more conservative sects that sponsor 

madrassas, this represented a significant milestone in promoting sectarian cooperation and 

synergy of effort. 

The Center has now begun conducting “Training of Trainer” workshops to produce 

madrassa leaders who can train other madrassa leaders on their own. It is planned that these 

trainers will conduct at least one training workshop a quarter, involving personnel from at 

least 5-10 new madrassas in each workshop.  

About 1300 madrassas have been involved in ICRD’s educational efforts to date. The 

Center’s proposed model will prospectively expose 1000-3000 new teachers to these ideas 

over the course of a single year.23 
 

6. Issues Facing Peace Education Initiatives in Pakistan 
According to ICRD (International Centre for Religion and Diplomacy), the challenge 

faced in imparting peace education in madrassas is the conviction among madrassa leaders 

that their religion is under threat. They resist change and try to avoid external influences.  

The Government of Pakistan is more concerned in providing basic education to all the 

citizens than it is to promoting peace education per se. Limited budget allocation for the 
                                                           
23 Details of activities by International Center for Religion & Diplomacy 

Full text in (http://www.icrd.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=78&Itemid=97) 
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education sector makes it very difficult for the Ministry of Education to take peace education 

initiatives. 

The curriculum change can be a big step towards peace education in Pakistan. Efforts 

in this regard have met strong resistance from some radical elements. 

There is strict gender segregation in educational institutions and parents are very 

sensitive about it. Generally, parents do not allow their girls to engage in any extra curricular 

activity.   

The law of the state is not strong in some parts of the country including FATA 

(Federally Administered Tribal Areas) and Northern areas. Unfortunately, these are the areas 

where there is the greatest need for peace education but taking peace education initiatives is 

virtually impossible due to militant insurgency.  

The overall security situation in the country is not good and many NGOs and other 

interest groups are reluctant to come to Pakistan. Many operate through their representatives 

but transparency in the utilization of funds has been observed to be a serious issue as a result. 

 
7. Capacity Building Needs for Peace Education for All 

In Pakistan, not many people even in the education sector have a good idea about 

what actually peace education is. Therefore, there is a dire need for capacity building. Some 

of the recommendations for the capacity building are discussed below. 

Since there is a stigma attached to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in 

Pakistan, state institutions are in a much better position to promote peace education. There is 

a need to train government employees related to the education sector. Realization of the 

importance of peace education in government circles is essential to foster peace education 

countrywide. 

Teachers are a very important segment with regard to peace education. Most of the 

school going children in Pakistan study in government schools. As a result, teacher training 

needs to be focused upon instructors working in public schools. Workshops may be held for 

the teachers for awareness raising and acquainting them with the importance of the issue. 

Peace education may be integrated as a mandatory subject into the curriculum of 

university students doing their specialization in education. As they are the potential policy 

makers of future, capacity building among them can be an effective tool. 

Madrassas are regarded as the hub for violent activities in Pakistan. Though 

perpetuation by media has contributed much to this stereotype, still there is a need to hold 



 

21 
 

dialogue with madrassa’s leaders and teachers in order to create some space for peace 

education in madrassa curriculum in accordance with their own religious values.  

The private sector is an influential entity in media and their accessibility to people of 

Pakistan is widespread. Therefore, the private sector may be engaged in the peace building 

process and they may be encouraged to use their missionary for the peace education as their 

corporate responsibility. 

The Pakistan government has lifted a ban over student unions in 2009. Student unions 

are trying to organize themselves in colleges and universities. There is a need to build 

capacity among them to include peace education in their manifestos. Student leaders may be 

given special attention as they are the opinion leaders and workshops and/or conferences may 

be organized to train them and discuss how peace education may be imparted in colleges and 

universities.  

 

8. Conclusions  
The most important issue that is being observed during the preparation of this report is 

the fact that basic education facilities in Pakistan are substantially insufficient. Given the 

statistics regarding the literacy rate and number of educational institutions in Pakistan, it does 

not sound so convincing to impart peace education without the accomplishment of basic 

education for all.  

However, a rapidly deteriorating security situation in Pakistan requires some special 

effort to promote peace and tolerance at all levels of society. As most of the terrorist attacks 

are attributed to madrassas, the effort of some NGOs to provide peace education there is 

appreciable. 

Moreover, the government of Pakistan should be encouraged to increase budgetary 

allocation to the education sector on an immediate basis. There are massive irregularities in 

education sector and there is need for greater accountability. The governor of Balochistan and 

Minister of Education admitted at a workshop in National Defence College that thousands of 

teachers from provinces of Sindh, Balochistan and NWFP have never come to school despite 

receiving their salaries. Moreover, not many students at university level view teaching as a 

desirable profession. Salaries of the employees associated with the education sector needs to 

be increased as to attract talented individuals. All in all, educational infrastructure needs to be 

revolutionized. 

Parallel educational systems in Pakistan are generating cyclic class inequalities. This 

results in intolerance and hostility. The government needs to take steps to ensure that students 
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and teachers in each educational system receive dignified salaries, or else integrate these 

systems into one. 

Activities done by different NGOs must be encouraged especially because of the 

harsh conditions they operate in. But still these activities do not suffice the needs of 175 

million people. Governmental and non-governmental institutions should join hands in an 

integrated effort to achieve this very difficult, yet possible landmark.    
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