 Identifying Recent Publications of Significance to Contemporary Peace Education:    
A Request from Betty Reardon

Peace education is alive and well and living everywhere.  Even in the face of continued lack of official and institutional support, the practice of peace education is growing and flourishing throughout the world in varied forms within all spheres of formal and non formal education. The variety of approaches and multiplicities of the forms precludes standardization of content and practice. There are differences, as well, in the way the field is defined (i.e. what is peace education). For the purposes of this survey we will stipulate a broad and general definition that should cover all varieties of peace education practice, defining it as learning that is planned and facilitated so as to capacitate learners to contribute to the reduction of violence and the augmentation of justice, social, political and economic in any form of concern to participants in a peace learning process.
Little has yet been done to study the evolution of the field and to identify and assess the main influences on what comprises peace education and how it is practiced.  The purpose of this survey is to take the first step toward identifying the major concepts and issues that form the substance of contemporary peace education, the commonalities and differences that characterize its practice, its foundational philosophies, the social and political purposes it pursues, the educational goals and learning objectives of the practitioners, and the teaching/learning methods used to achieve the objectives. So we begin with a kind of “popularity contest” to determine what practitioners would identify as the most significant publications of the last decade (or any of the earlier publications deemed to continue to have relevance so as to be considered essential works in the field, especially those works that have most influenced their own respective practice (i.e. what is taught, how and why?)). 

The first product of the study to be produced through this survey will be a general and ultimately comprehensive bibliography of works in peace education, including philosophy – the “why” of peace education, theory – the “how” and the “what” – and curricula. This bibliography will be a living document constantly updated and augmented as new works are published and older works of significance identified.  We hope that the many practitioners linked into the networks of the International Institutes on Peace Education, the Global Campaign for Peace Education and the National Peace Academy who read this newsletter will contribute to the survey.  

The founders and current leadership of the International Institute on Peace Education, the Global Campaign for Peace Education and the National Peace Academy are committed to the development and dissemination of the rationales underlying the theoretical bases of peace education and its most effective forms of pedagogy. Toward that end, we invite you to nominate for this survey of significant publications, recent works in peace education that have considerably influenced your practice, including books and journal articles (and earlier works of continued relevance that should be on a list of “essential works”). Through the assessments of the works nominated we hope to illuminate how peace education practice has been influenced by recent developments in the following spheres: 

1. theories about the public policies, citizens’ actions and institutional changes  required for the achievement of just and sustainable peace;
2. the curricular content and learning most essential to capacitating citizens to work to achieve and to maintain that peace;

3. the most appropriate and effective pedagogies for the facilitation of essential peace  learning.

This survey is to be the foundation for the eventual construction of a more comprehensive peace education bibliography. Selected nominations and assessment comments of participants in the survey will be posted periodically in the newsletter and the accumulated on-going list of works will be available on our website. Participants may nominate more than one work.
Nominating Questionnaire on Significant Recent Works in Peace Education
Please send your nominations within the next few weeks, so we can post the first nominations in the next newsletter. 

We encourage you to submit your nomination using the online form on the Global Campaign for Peace Education website.  Additionally you may submit your nominations by email to: survey@peace-ed-campaign.org.  

Many thanks for your participation.

1. Author, title, publisher, publisher date, city of publication, and number of pages. If the nominated work resides on a website, please include the links.

2. What are the main themes and issues in peace education addressed by this work?

3. How has the work affected your ideas about what is required to achieve peace and your pedagogical practice? 

3.1 How has it influenced the choices of themes and issues, and perspectives from which they are addressed in your teaching practice?

3.2 How has it affected the way you perceive the fundamental problems and particular obstacles to the achievement of peace, and the relevance of education to overcoming them?

3.3 How has it affected your teaching methods and practices?

4. What do you know of how this work has affected the perspectives, themes and practices of other peace educators?

5. Would you recommend this work as an essential work to be read by all peace educators, especially those preparing to enter the field?  Why so? Please state the case for this work being designated as an essential work in the field. 

6. What is your definition of peace education?

7. Other comments you wish to make concerning the publication you are nominating as a significant recent work.

Name as you would like it to appear on the posting:

Institutional affiliation and title if relevant to this nomination:

Level or sphere of education in which you work: 

The following information will not be made available to the public.

Postal address:

email address:

Phone(s):
