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Welcome, 
How wonderful to see us all together again, how wonderful to welcome new friends and new co-conspirators in our common struggle for a www, World Without War. Thank you for agreeing to use the English language. We encourage everyone to speak distinctly and slowly. 

Thank you, Elton Skendaj, our Albanian partner in the remarkable and unique UN DDA /HAP partnership to integrate peace and disarmament education into the curriculum and communities of four countries, about which you will hear a lot more over the new few days. Thank you, Meg Gardinier, for organizing our lovely conference center and all the logistics; thank you Kathleen Tordini, our Program Director, for your detailed preparations. Together we are a magnificent community of diversity, some young, some not so young, someone from every continent and everyone with energy and dedication. 

We last met in NYC and visited Ground Zero. We pointed out that many of us come from places with Ground Zeros, and tragically, too many more have been added in the past two years. 

We meet on the eve of perhaps the most important election in world history, an election in which each of you should be voting because the results will affect each of us. It is a time when I stand before you filled with shame of my government, but filled with pride about most of my fellow Americans who have never produced so many books and jokes about the president.

We meet at a time when the world is spending $1 trillion a year – 10 times $100 billion – on war and the preparation of war, stealing money from human security. It would only take $7 Billion to provide elementary school education for all children by 2001.

It is a time when instead of abolishing nuclear weapons a new generation of nuclear bombs is being built.
We meet at a time when there are 640 million guns in circulation, 1 for every 10 people on earth, and 8 million guns are added every year.
It is a time when forty percent of the homes of American school children have a gun and every day 8 of our school children are shot to death.

We meet at a time when $151 billion has been spent on the illegal war in Iraq when that same money in one year could feed all the hungry people in the world, AND provide a comprehensive AIDS treatment and prevention program AND clean water and childhood immunization.

We meet at a time when one teacher every two weeks is killed by death squads in Colombia. 

It is a time when the children of Beslan, Chechnya refuse to return to school for fear of another terrorist attack.
It is a time when terrorism is a clear and present danger in too many parts of the world, and governments seek revenge instead of asking WHY?

It is a time when the gap of understanding between the Muslim religion and the rest of the world must be closed; 

It is a time when, to quote our leading comedian George Carlin, a time of paradox when we have taller buildings and shorter tempers;

It is a time, according to me, when we need to decide if we are raising our children to make money or make a difference in this world.

You get the point. BUT it is also a time when 6 cross boundary peace parks attract millions of visitors, and here in Albania, people are planning a new peace park at the point where Albania, Kosovo and Montenegro converge.

It is a time when the parents of Israeli and Palestinian children who have been killed by the other, in a war that is desperately in need of an end, are working together for Peace and reconciliation;

It is a time when families of American soldiers in Iraq are speaking out against war;

A time when families of victims of 9/11 in the US have organized peaceful tomorrows;

It is a time when 17 active duty soldiers have refused orders in Iraq knowing that they would fact court martial charges.
We meet at a time when we celebrate the 4th anniversary of the now famous, Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, now international law, largely because of our guest speaker this evening. It basically says, no women, no peace.

It is a time when we will start celebrating the centennial of Bertha von Suttner, who persuaded Alfred Nobel to put the profits from his invention of dynamite into the Nobel Peace Prize, and whose book, Lay Down Your Arms, is the only best seller in disarmament history.

This is the time when a Turkish Kurdish woman, released from jail, went to Brussels to accept a human rights award and said, “The time for violence is over.”

And it is the time when the Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to the first African woman for her work on the environment because she understands that war is waste and waste is the greatest environmental crime.

We meet at the time when neither civil society nor governments alone can make change. That is why we are together with governmental and intergovernmental representatives. Together, that defines the new democratic diplomacy, which we invented and decreed at the Hague Appeal for Peace conference in May 1999 where this Global Campaign for Peace Education was born.
So, welcome, thank you for being and thank you for doing. And be sure to meet someone new and keep up that friendship for a long time after you leave here. Thank you. 

This brings me to my next job which gives me great pleasure. 

There are a few terrific people at the United Nations. Michael Cassandra is one example. But, if it is ok with you, Michael, there is no one quite like Anwarul Chowdhury.

Ambassador Chowdhury represented Bangladesh for five years at the UN during which time he served as the President of the Security Council and President of the UNICEF Executive Board. Mr. Chowdhury was the most effective and most active governmental partner of the Hague Appeal for Peace when we planned our conference in May 1999, which drew 10,000 people and agreed to launch the Hague Agenda for Peace and Justice for the 21st Century. It is a fifty point program for moving from a culture of violence to a culture of peace and which he made into an official UN document, A/54/98.

Mr. Chowdhury is now the Under Secretary General for Least Developed Countries. Niger and Cambodia are among his fifty charges, and Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. He has the longest title at the UN, and he is organized civil society’s best friend. Welcome, Anwarul Chowdhury.

